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Rose" to be built. Henceforward, indeed, England
was never without a navy, and the encouragement
afforded to shipbuilding led to a great increase in the
number and to a great improvement in the quality of
English ships.

And while such measures, by encouraging com-
merce, enriched the middle class, and consequently
increased its importance, the care with which the
Tudors revived and fostered the local courts con-
tributed in no small measure to organise the future
popular party and to fit it for the coming struggle.
It is most important to realise that the true basis of
national liberty is local freedom. Local government
preceded Parliament, and the assembly of estates
was merely in reality the concentration of shire-
moots. When local free institutions flourish, there is
general liberty and Parliament is strong ; the pros-
perity of the head depends upon that of the members.
During the civil war the machinery of local govern-
ment had declined ; but under the Tudors it was
revived and made better by stricter organisation.
This work, which was not the least important under-
taken by the sovereigns of this period, was begun
under Henry VII. and steadily progressed until its
completion by Elizabeth. And thus the so-called
despotism had a great and indeed the chief share in
forming that party which was to furnish the op-
position to the Stuarts and defeat the attempt to
found an absolute monarchy. By the time of the fall
of Wolsey the establishment of good order had been
accomplished by the strengthening of the executive,
and the attention of England had been directed